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SUBJECT: PROPOSED EC INLAND WATERWAY TONNAGE CAPACITY REGULATIONS— 
US LASH/SEABEE OPERATIONS 
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1. SUMMARY: THE POSITIVE TREND TOWARD EXCLUDING ALL SHIP- 
BORNE BARGES FROM THE EC SCHEME FOR LAYING UP RIVER BARGES 
WAS REVERSED AT A TECHNICAL LEVEL MEETING BETWEEN THE EC 
AND SWITZERLAND IN MID-MAY. NO FINAL DECISION HAS BEEN 
TAKEN ON THE ISSUE, BUT THE WORKING GROUP RECOMMENDATION 
WOULD MEAN THAT BACAT BARGES WOULD BE EXCLUDED IMMEDIATELY. 

LASH BARGES WOULD BE EXCLUDED FROM THE SCHEME AFTER THE 
DUTCH COMPLETE A PROGRAM TO BREAK-UP OLD BARGES AND 
SEABEE BARGES WOULD BE INCLUDED. A HIGH LEVEL EC-SWISS 
MEETING WHICH MAY DEAL WITH THE ISSUE IS SCHEDULED FOR 
JUNE 23. END SUMMARY. 
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2. THE TREND TOWARD EXCLUDING SHIP-BORNE BARGES FROM THE 
EC SCHEME FOR THE TEMPORARY LAYING-UP OF RIVER BARGES 
THAT WAS REPORTED IN REF B WAS REVERSED AT AN EC- 

SWISS WORKING GROUP MEETING HELD IN STRASBOURG ON 
MAY 15-16. ACCORDING TO EC COMMISSION AND PERM REP 
SOURCES, THE MEMBER STATE, EC COMMISSION AND SWISS 
TECHNICAL LEVEL PEOPLE PRESENT REACHED AGREEMENT ON 
EXCLUDING FROM THE SCHEME SHIP-BORNE BARGES OF 
LESS THAN 400 METRIC TONS DEADWEIGHT CAPACITY. 

HOWEVER, SHIP-BORNE BARGES IN THE 300-400 METRIC TON 
CATEGORY WOULD BE INCLUDED IN THE SCHEME UNTIL 
COMPLETION OF A DUTCH PROGRAM TO BREAK UP OUTMODED 
BARGES. THE AGREEMENT OF THE TECHNICIANS, WHICH 
ALL SOURCES STRESSED IS NOT BINDING, IS PATTERNED 
AFTER A DECEMBER NEGOTIATING DECISION OF THE EC 
COUNCIL WHICH SAID THAT ALL VESSELS UNDER 400 METRIC 
TONS WOULD BE EXCLUDED FROM THE SCHEME FOLLOWING THE 
COMPLETION FO THE DUTCH PROGRAM, AND VESSELS UNDER 
300 METRIC TONS DEADWEIGHT CAPACITY WOULD BE 
EXCLUDED EVEN DURING GHE TRANSITION PERIOD. ALL 
OCEAN GOING VESSELS, HOWEVER, WOULD BE EXCLUDED. 

3. AS REPORTED IN REF B, THE DECEMBER EC COUNCIL 
DID NOT REACH A DECISION ON THE QUESTION OF SHIP- 

BORNE BARGES AND AGREED THAT THE ISSUE WOULD BE DECIDED 
IN THE CONTEXT OF THE NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE SWISS. 

THE ABOVE WORKING GROUP AGREEMENT WILL BE DISCUSSED AT 
A HIGH LEVEL MEETING OF MEMBER STATE, COMMISSION AND 
SWISS OFFICIALS ON JUNE 23. A DEFINITIVE DECISION COULD 
BE TAKEN AT THAT TIME. 

4. WE HAVE BEEN TOLD THAT THE FAVORABLY TREND TOWARD 
EXCLUSION WAS REVERSED BECAUSE THE BRITISH AND DUTCH 
DROPPED THEIR OPPOSITION TO INCLUDING SHIP-BORNE 
BARGES. THIS IS UNDERSTANDABLE BECAUSE THE BARGES 
OPERATED UNDER EUROPEAN FLAGS ARE BACAT BARGES OF 
147 METRIC TONS AND LASH BARGES OF 375 METRIC TONS. 

BOTH WILL EVENTUALLY BE EXCLUDED FROM THE SCHEME. 

THE U.S. TYPE BARGES CURRENTLY BEING OPERATED IN 
EUROPE, WE UNDERSTAND, ARE SEABEE BARGES OF 847 
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METRIC TONS. 

5. REGARDING THE DUTCH PROGRAM WE UNDERSTAND THAT 
IT HAS NOT YET BEEN APPROVED BY THE DUTCH PARLIAMENT 
AND THEREFORE IT COULD TAKE A CONSIDERABLE AMOUNT 
OF TIME TO BE APPROVED AND THEN COMPLETED. 

6. IN DISCUSSIONS WITH EC COMMISSION OFFICIALS, WE 
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HAVE REITERATED THE POINTS MADE IN REFERENCE C 

AND ALSO NOTE THE APPARENT DISCRIMINATION IN A 

400 TON CUT-OFF. WE HAVE EMPHASIZED THAT THE 

UNITED STATES FEELS VERY STRONGLY THAT INCLUSION OF SHIP- 

BORNE BARGES IN THE RIVER BARGE SCHEME WOULD BE UNFAIR 

AND HARMFUL TO US COMMERCIAL INTERESTS. 

7. COMMENT: IT WOULD STILT. BE USEFUL, WE BELIEVE, 

TO PROVIDE THE COMMISSION WITH THE INFORMATION 
REQUESTED IN REF B, WHICH THE DEPARTMENT INDICATED 
IT WAS TRYING TO DEVELOP (REF A). END COMMENT. GREENWALD 
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